1787]     To the Countess of Upper Ossory         39

Barre", nobody will suspect us of insincerity, if we say that
we should always be overjoyed to see each other V

P.S. Pray acquaint me if you make any discovery.

Po&tscript to my Saturday's letter, Dec. 16, 1787.
On considering your Ladyship's account of your conflagra-
tions more deliberately, I perceive that I mistook, and
thought the top of the faggots had been at the, top of the
house. Now I conceive, or at least guess, how the event
happened. 1 conclude some villains who knew something
of your seat, but had not entrance, set fire to the stables to
draw the whole attention of the family; and that, lurking
at a little distance in the dark, one of them, seeing their
plan succeed, and all the doors of your house left open by
the servants hurrying to the stables, slipped in and set
fire to the faggots, intending to plunder plate in the double
confusion.

This, detestable as it was, I hope was the case.
You did not say, Madam, whether the stables were burnt
down, nor what the house suffered.

The play at Eichmond House is to be The Wonder, with
The Guardian, The new performers are Lord Henry Fitz-
gerald3, who never played in comedy before, but is good in
tragedy; a Miss Hamilton, niece of Lord Abercorn, and
a Captain Merry4. Mrs. Hobart does not play in those
pieces, but is to choose her own part in the next. In return
I shall expect a detail of the theatre at AmpthilL

I have had no formal gout, but several skirmishes with it
that have confined me for two or three days at a time ; yet
I have been once at the Opera, and was tired to death; and

2 They were both blind,                     1798), formerly in the Guards.   He

8 fourth,  son  of first  Du&e  of     first attracted notice by Ms verses

Leinster; d, 1829.                                 in the Arno Miscellany} previously

4 Captain   Robert  Merry (1755-      mentioned by Walpolo.,                       Comme un juste tribut de sa re-
